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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE DEATH OF 
ARISTIDES DE SOUSA MENDES, 
HUMANITARIAN AND WORLD 
WAR II HERO 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
death of World War II hero, Aristides de 
Sousa Mendes. Mr. Sousa Mendes, the de-
famed Consul General of Portugal to Bor-
deaux, France, spared more than 30,000 lives 
from the perils of Hitler’s Nazi regime. 

In May of 1940, the Nazis broke through 
French defense’s in Sedan and Hitler’s blitz-
krieg exploded over the French borders. In a 
matter of days, a deluge of refugees from 
Paris, Warsaw, Berlin and Riga headed to-
wards Southern France hoping to flee to neu-
tral Portugal or Spain via Bordeaux. Using 
pushcarts, trucks, wagons and any other ram-
shackle mode of transportation, thousands of 
Jewish refugees and others of ‘‘ill-defined na-
tionality,’’ according to the Nazis, stormed the 
city of Bordeaux in hopes of obtaining the 
transit visa needed to exit France. Homeless 
and laden with their salvaged belongings, 
men, women and children slept in the streets 
and on the park benches of Bordeaux. The 
Jewish refugees sought out the Bordeaux syn-
agogue in seek of shelter and care. 

Kindled by Nazi propaganda, rampant anti- 
Semitism plagued Bordeaux as the flood of 
Jewish refugees spread through the streets. 
The situation for the thousands of refugees 
became more desperate day by day. The 
wealthier refugees managed to book sea pas-
sage and left Europe for safer shores. The re-
maining helpless masses became increasingly 
despairing as Spanish General Franco, in-
debted to Hitler, was determined not to allow 
refugees to infiltrate the Spanish borders. Un-
less refugees held a Portuguese issued transit 
visa on their person, they were unable to flee 
to Portugal via Spain. 

In November of 1939, Portuguese Premier 
Antonio de Oliveira Salazar issued a directive, 
which forbade his diplomats in Europe from 
granting transit visas to categories of people 
without explicit permission from Lisbon. In-
cluded in these categories were ‘‘Jews ex-
pelled from the countries of their nationality or 
those from whence they issue″, ‘‘stateless per-
sons,’’ and ‘‘all those who cannot safely return 
to the countries from whence they came.’’ 
Subsequently, on May 17, 1940, days after 
the Nazis invaded France; Salazar declared 
that under no circumstances was any visa to 
be granted unless previously authorized by 
Lisbon, and only on a case-by-case basis. 

Serving as the Portuguese Consul-General, 
Aristides de Sousa Mendes witnessed the 
clamoring throngs of refugees at the gates of 
the Portuguese Consulate in Bordeaux. Dis-
regarding the Premier, Sousa Mendes de-
clared, ‘‘I will grant a visa to whoever needs 
it, whether they can afford it or not. I will act 
in accordance to what my Christian con-
science tells me.’’ 

Indiscriminately, Sousa Mendes distributed 
transit visas in Bordeaux, Bayonne and 
Hendaye near the Franco-Spanish border. 
Sousa Mendes issued 30,000 transit visas and 

opened up a refugee escape route assumed 
to have saved the lives of over one million 
World War II refugees. Ten thousand of these 
refugees were Jews certain to have perished 
at the hands of the Nazis in extermination 
camps. The other 20,000 visas appeared in 
the passports of artists, writers, intellectuals, 
journalists, priests, nuns and others whose be-
liefs did not embody those of the fascist re-
gime of Hitler’s Nazi empire. 

Sousa Mendes became known as the 
‘‘Angel of Bordeaux.’’ He and his beloved wife 
Angelina welcomed refugees into their own 
home. The halls, chambers and grounds of 
the Portuguese Consulate were filled with hun-
gry, exhausted and terrorized individuals 
awaiting visas that promised them life. 

By June 17, 1940, an arbitrary system of 
gathering stacks and stacks of passports, 
stamping them with the coveted visas, and re-
distributing the documents without fee, record 
or count became Sousa Mendes’ unceasing 
mission. 

As conditions worsened in France, more 
and more refugees fled to the South of France 
in hopes of fleeing to Portugal. On June 19, 
1940, Sousa Mendes left his family in Bor-
deaux to assist more refugees in the Franco- 
Spanish border city of Bayonne. Overtaking 
the Consul General in Bayonne, he began to 
distribute exit visas to the thousands lined up 
all around the Consulate. In Bayonne, a tele-
gram was sent to Lisbon from the actual Ba-
yonne Consul General, Mr. Machado, inform-
ing Salazar of Sousa Mendes’ activities. 

Two telegrams were sent to Sousa Mendes. 
One telegram demanded that Sousa Mendes 
cease his visa production and the second in-
formed Sousa Mendes of his dismissal. Nei-
ther telegram was received, as Sousa Mendes 
had already moved to the border city 
Hendaye, to continue distribution. However, on 
June 24, 1940, he returned to Bordeaux and 
received the telegram with orders to leave 
France. Sousa Mendes disregarded the notice 
and thought of a method to keep the trapped 
refugees out of concentration camps: he 
began to issue Portuguese passports. Again 
he was rebuked by Lisbon and ordered to de-
part from France. 

Due to the group of prestigious individuals 
Sousa-Mendes saved, including Otto 
Habsburg, members of the Rothschilds family 
and members of the Belgian cabinet, Premier 
Salazar initially acknowledged the good press 
resulting from Sousa-Mendes’ disobedience. 
Regardless, shortly thereafter, Salazar 
shunned Sousa Mendes, rendering this hero a 
disgraced, persona non grata. 

Closely monitored by Portuguese authori-
ties, Sousa Mendes and his family were con-
demned to humiliation, destitution and infamy. 
Merely weeks before the end of the war, 
Sousa Mendes suffered a stroke and was left 
paralyzed. Eight years later his wife, Angelina, 
who served with Sousa Mendes tirelessly 
throughout the insanity of their days in Bor-
deaux issuing exit visas and passports, suf-
fered a cerebral hemorrhage in 1948 and per-
ished six months later. 

On April 3, 1954, Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes died at the Franciscan Hospital of the 
Tertiary Order in Lisbon. The Portuguese gov-
ernment never pardoned him while he still 
lived. Finally, in 1987, President Mario Soares 
granted Sousa Mendes the Portuguese Order 
of Freedom and publicly apologized to his sur-
viving family for the injustices their family en-
dured. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know my wife Annette 
and I were saved from death by Raoul 
Wallenberg. Aristides de Sousa Mendes ac-
tion’s were equally valiant, as Ben Macintyre 
said, ‘‘Like Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish 
diplomat who saved thousands of Hungarian 
Jews from Auschwitz in 1944 and 1945 by 
issuing them with diplomatic documents, de 
Sousa Mendes risked his life and destroyed 
his career by following his conscience.’’ 

Despite Sousa Mendes’ noble sacrifice, the 
public at large is not aware of the courage and 
bravery of this man. However, one organiza-
tion that does honor this man’s life, and recog-
nizes the importance of acknowledging the 
power of one to make a difference, is the 
International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation. 

In recognition of those who strive to emulate 
the courageous and selfless acts of 
Wallenberg and de Sousa Mendes, the Inter-
national Raoul Wallenberg Foundation minted 
a commemorative Aristides de Sousa Mendes 
medal. This Medal is presented yearly to indi-
viduals from all walks of life whose lives ex-
hibit an unwavering commitment to humani-
tarian values, and a willingness to risk one’s 
own life for fellow human beings, as 
Wallenberg and Sousa Mendes did in World 
War II. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of this 
great humanitarian’s death. It is imperative to 
me and my wife, that this unsung hero’s leg-
acy is recognized and celebrated. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to pay tribute 
to Mr. Aristides de Sousa Mendes. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 23RD 
STREET ASSOCIATION ON THE 
OCCASION OF ITS ANNUAL 
AWARD LUNCHEON 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the achievements of the 23rd Street 
Association, its president, Sharon L. Ullman 
and the Association’s 2004 honoree, North 
Fork Bank, on the occasion of the Associa-
tion’s 75th anniversary celebration and award 
luncheon. The 23rd Street Association is an 
outstanding organization that addresses com-
munity concerns and fosters a wholesome en-
vironment for those who live and work be-
tween 18th and 28th Streets in Manhattan. 

The 23rd Street Association was formed in 
1929 by 22 local businesspeople to improve 
environmental conditions and promote eco-
nomic development in Manhattan. Today, the 
Association addresses a broad range of cit-
izen complaints and concerns by working 
closely with local community boards as well as 
city, state and federal government agencies. 
The Association is also actively involved with 
local police precincts to improve area security 
and prevent drug sales, theft and other 
crimes. Whether purchasing and planting over 
200 trees from the City Parks Department or 
working with the New York Department of 
Transportation to improve traffic conditions, 
the Association’s commitment to community 
service has been exceptional. 

One of the Association’s most notable 
achievements is its Campaign for the New 
Madison Square Park, which raised more than 
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$11 million to revitalize the park with art 
shows, music, children’s programming and im-
proved grounds maintenance. I am proud to 
say that with the Association’s help, Madison 
Square Park has truly become an oasis in the 
heart of Manhattan and a source of pride for 
those who live nearby. 

The 23rd Street Association’s president of 
10 years, Sharon L. Ullman, has been an in-
strumental part of the Association’s success. 
Her dedication to public service is truly inspir-
ing: Ms. Ullman served as the Warden of 
Madison Square Park for four years, has been 
a longtime board member of the Associated 
Blind and the Gramercy Park Block Associa-
tion and has received community service 
awards from Concerned Citizens Speak and 
New York Mayor Rudolph Guiliani. Ms. Ullman 
was also named one of the top 100 New York-
ers by New York Resident magazine. 

The Association’s 2004 honoree is North 
Fork Bank, which will be represented by North 
Fork’s Senior Vice President, Carl M. 
Gambino. The Bank’s 15 New York City 
branches are vital elements of our community, 
employing more than 250 New Yorkers and 
managing more than $1.5 billion in assets. Mr. 
Gambino, who was born and raised in Green-
wich Village, has served as the director of the 
23rd Street Association, the New York City 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America and the 
East Village Business Association. Mr. 
Gambino is an inspiring humanitarian and 
business leader whose Christmas Toy Drive 
and financial counseling initiatives have great-
ly benefitted New York City children. 

Mr. Speaker, I request that my colleagues 
join me in paying tribute to the 23rd Street As-
sociation, its president, Sharon L. Ullman, and 
its honoree, North Fork Bank. 

f 

REMEMBERING ORVILLE G. 
BENTLEY 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
October 10, 2004 the University of Illinois Col-
lege of Agriculture lost one of the most influ-
ential leaders in its history. Orville G. Bentley 
served as Dean of the College from 1965– 
1982. When Mr. Bentley took the helm, the fa-
cilities of the College were below par, making 
it hard to retain graduate students and faculty. 
However, he quickly became the College’s 
champion for improving research and teaching 
facilities and as a result, the College of Agri-
culture, is today among the best in the coun-
try. 

Apart from improvements on campus, 
Orville was most proud of the vital inter-
national work the University of Illinois provided 
during his tenure. Under his stewardship the 
University of Illinois made substantial contribu-
tions to creating new agricultural institutions in 
Africa and the Asian sub-continent. 

Dean Bentley left the University of Illinois in 
1982 to join the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, but he will be remembered as some-
one who always made time for his colleagues 
and thoroughly enjoyed welcoming visitors 
from different parts of the world. In his 17 
years of service to the University of Illinois, 
Orville G. Bentley was instrumental in improv-

ing the College’s facilities and in making Illi-
nois a leader in the international agricultural 
arena. His contributions will be treasured and 
his character will be missed. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
TERRI ANN SIMMS GRIER 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Terri Ann Simms 
Grier a great citizen and dedicated public 
servant who recently passed away at the age 
of 42. 

Terri Ann Simms Grier was born July 12, 
1962 in Cleveland, Ohio to Emmet and Evelyn 
Simms. Upon graduation from high school she 
went on to pursue her education at Smith Col-
lege and would later graduate from Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. 

Employed for 13 years with the American 
Transport Association as a legislative analyst, 
Terri represented ATA at both the federal and 
state level on legislative matters. Additionally, 
she served as President of the Employee As-
sociation and was well respected in the field of 
government relations. 

Terri was an active member of the Wash-
ington Government Relations Group, a non 
partisan organization of African-American lob-
byists and government relations professionals, 
where she held the office of secretary through 
two administrations spanning four years 
(1998–2001). 

Terri enjoyed traveling and had visited such 
countries as France, Spain, Egypt, Amster-
dam, Iceland, Brazil, Mexico, Jamaica, Por-
tugal and the Bahamas. She was also fluent 
in both French and Spanish. A devoted wife 
and mother to her husband Glen and son 
Jamir Langston Grier, here greatest joy was 
her family. 

May Terri Ann Simms Grier’s legacy of love 
live on in the hearts, minds and deeds of ev-
eryone who knew her. 

f 

HONORING LEE ROSENBERG 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Lee Rosenberg and Rabbi Kudan for 
winning the Humanitarian Award of the Holo-
caust Memorial Foundation of Illinois. 

I am proud to call Lee a good friend and to 
recognize his achievements today on the 
House floor. Affectionately known by his many 
friends as ‘‘Rosy,’’ Lee Rosenberg has dedi-
cated a lifetime toward advancing the cause of 
human rights and social equality in Israel and 
for the Jewish people around the world. I have 
often discussed foreign policy matters with 
Lee and benefited from his impressive knowl-
edge, insight, and advocacy for state of Israel 
and humanitarian affairs. 

I was honored to attend the Humanitarian 
Award Dinner, which recognized Lee’s out-
standing contributions on November 11th. The 
ceremony was hosted by the Holocaust Me-

morial Foundation of Illinois—an organization 
working to preserve the value and dignity of 
human life through remembrance of the 
events surrounding the Holocaust. 

Since 1986, the Foundation has presented 
its Humanitarian Award to honor distinguished 
citizens who have helped embody the ideals 
of the organization. Lee Rosenberg’s contribu-
tions over the past twenty years have reflected 
these ideals and his impeccable reputation as 
one of Chicago’s most active leaders in the 
Jewish philanthropic community. 

In addition, Lee has worked tirelessly to im-
prove his community through active member-
ship in the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago, the Jewish Community Relations 
Council, AIPAC, and as a board member for 
several private sector and not-for-profit cor-
porations. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Lee Rosenberg 
for receiving the Humanitarian Award be-
stowed by the Holocaust Memorial Foundation 
of Illinois. The Fifth Congressional District of Il-
linois, and indeed the city of Chicago, are 
proud of Lee’s achievements and for winning 
this prestigious award. On behalf of a grateful 
Nation, I thank Lee for his contributions to 
community service and wish him continued 
success in the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SGT CLAY PEACOCK 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize SGT Jay C. Peacock who was 
awarded the Bronze Star with Valor for his ac-
tions of heroism during the Vietnam War. SGT 
Peacock, known as Clay, received the Bronze 
Star during a special ceremony on Veterans 
Day, November 11, 2004. 

During the Vietnam War, SGT Peacock was 
a Ground Radio Operator for the 21st Tactical 
Air Support Squadron. On October 26, 1969, 
during an attack by the North Vietnamese 
Army, SGT Peacock was deployed by heli-
copter into the Special Forces Camp at Bu 
Prang. Heavy fighting with constant artillery, 
mortar, and small arms fire continued through 
October 28th. 

Mr. Speaker, SGT Peacock distinguished 
himself during the attack by dividing his time 
between his radio operator duties and taking 
care of the Officer in Charge who was wound-
ed on the second day of the North Viet-
namese siege. 

At dusk on the second night, supporting air-
craft were called to help prevent the North Vi-
etnamese from overrunning the camp. Know-
ing that their friendly position had to be 
marked for supporting aircraft, SGT Peacock 
put himself in the line of fire to successfully 
mark their position with strobe lights from his 
survival vest. Because of his unselfish actions, 
the aircraft were able to force the North Viet-
namese army to retreat. 

Mr. Speaker, although his heroic actions 
took place over 30 years ago, SGT Peacock 
received his long overdue and much deserved 
medal surrounded by family and friends on 
Veterans Day. With great pleasure, I rise 
today to congratulate this wonderful achieve-
ment. 
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